
Surprise/Surprise 

Over the years, composers have been known to express their sense of humor in their music. 

The second movement of Haydn's Symphony No. 94 in G Major is a great example of serious 

classical music meeting the funny bone.

In the 1950's, Spike Jones offered his classical versions with unique instrumentation and slap-

stick style. In England, tubaist and cartoonist, Gerard Huffnung presented several symphonic 

concerts to spoof serious music including opera. Then came PDQ Bach and others.

Humor has been added to brass ensemble concerts for over twenty years by groups like the 

Canadian Brass and Mnozil Brass. In recent years, other brass groups have sought to insert 

some humorous entertainment during their performances. This piece, with help from Haydn 

and Huffnung, has been created to add some fun to typical brass programs.

Joseph M. Chopp
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"Tuba, let's show how it's done!"
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